MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd September 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, Ms L Llewellyn, Ms T Robinson, J Hill, R Weston, Mrs V Godden & residents Mr & Mrs Rangwala. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs I McCord & A Curtis.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Godden declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1a.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 6.8.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.16pm.  Closed 7.25pm.  Notes attached
Community Items: Nothing to report.
New Projects – nothing further to report.

PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2024/4046/LBC – The Old Packhorse.  House Number 1 engraved into slate, painted white and fixed to porch upright.  Cllrs had ‘no objections’.
2024/4077/FULL – 41 Eastfield Crescent.  Double storey side extension in matching brickwork.  Cllrs had no objections to this application, but requested that any concerns raised by neighbours were taken into account when the application was determined.

Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Aug 24 = £564.89 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Aug 24 = £50.00 (001662).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Aug - £90.00 + £18.00 VAT = £108.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Mole contract - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Allotment pest control - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
E.on – repositioning of lighting column = £2,110.80 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Weston.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £41.83
Play Area fundraising = £223.33
Allotment rent/deposit = £90.00

Payment for lighting column repositioning = £2,110.80

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,952.45 (29.8.24) Lloyds Deposit - £42,330.82 (29.8.24), 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return y/e 31/3/24.  The audited AGAR was presented to the Council and Cllr Stephenson proposed it be approved and accepted and thanked the Clerk for her attention to detail and diligent financial housekeeping throughout the year.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.  No matters requiring the issue of a separate additional issues arising report had come to the attention of the external auditors and the certified AGAR and Notice of Conclusion of Audit were to be displayed as required on the noticeboard by the old Post Office and on the website for an agreed minimum of 14 days as proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Weston.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Advice as to how to proceed with the financial aspect of the moving of the lighting column had been received from NCALC and the work had been carried out as above.
Village Trees – Cllrs would look at the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village to see if any action was required, and discuss the matter at the October meeting.
Allotments – Letters regarding the condition of 5 plots had been hand delivered to the plotholders concerned, but there had been no response.  Cllr Robinson would check the site prior to the next PC meeting.
Recreation Centre – No report.
Village Hall – Cllr Llewellyn reported that the VH Management Committee would be meeting on 19th, and a new booking clerk had started on 1st September.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – A resident had asked Cllrs to consider applying for a lower speed limit on Moorend Road and the Clerk would contact the Highways Liaison officer to ask for their opinion.  Cllr Llewellyn was concerned about the condition of the Moorend Road footpath and asked if an inspection could be carried out.
Mowing - Nothing further had been received concerning School Lane playing field, and the village was looking tidy.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 1st October 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.00pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mr & Mrs Rangwala spoke to Councillors about the overgrown trees and shrubs from the Coffee Pot field.  Cllrs would make a site visit to understand the issue.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord’s report was read out to the meeting by Cllr Stephenson.  ‘There is still time to submit any comments on the Transport Strategy that WNC is consulting on, this runs till October if the PC or residents have any thoughts, opinions or observations to make.
I fully expect a new consultation on the Local Plan to come out in the autumn given the recent government announcements on planning.  It is interesting that a Deanshanger application from Davidson Homes which was withdrawn has been resubmitted recently.  The developers wrote to the three ward councillors but their opening sentence was telling:

 With the new housing targets set out by Labour and their pro-affordable housing agenda, you may have seen that we have re-submitted our planning application at Deanshanger. 
 I have nothing new to report on the Furtho Pit (AL5) application.  However, the Towcester DHL Site (AL1) will be going to Strategic Planning Committee 10 September with a recommendation for approval. That is for 1 million sq feet of warehouse.  It is a crazy recommendation but again gives you a good sense as to the adequacy of the planning at WNC.

 I got a notification that the gritting review will be 17 Sept which I have passed on, hopefully we will get an answer for the October meeting and before it gets too cold.’ 

 


	

	   
	
	
	


