MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 7th October 2025 
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	Ms L Stephenson (Chair), Mrs V Godden, Mrs J-A Taylor, I McCord, Ms T Robinson, C Robinson & Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate (entered 7.25pm) & WNC Cllr Dabbs & Cllr Jack Evans, Youth Advisory Council member.
Apologies for Absence: Mrs L Williams & L Coleman.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr T Robinson declared an interest in Agenda item 8.3 c).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 2.9.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.16pm, Closed 7.28pm.  Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Nothing to report.
NEW PROJECTS – The Deed to transfer land from YGRC to the Parish Council for the revised play area site  was ready to submit to the Land Registry after a valuation of the land had been obtained.  Once the Transfer Deed was accepted the Deed of Surrender and the Deed of Variation would be sent to the Land Registry for acceptance. Cllr Stephenson asked for delegated authority for her and the Clerk to deal with any necessary documents and fees.  Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in favour.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Sept 25 = £604.48 (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £202.00 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – September 25 = £50.00 (001673).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £5.25
E.on – street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
Miss L Ratcliffe – payment to Land Registry - £14.00 (paid online)
Arnold Thomson – fee in connection with Coffee Pot field lease - £1,200.00 + £240.00 VAT - £100.00 paid on account = £1,340.00

Majestic Group Ltd – 4 x Paul’s Scarlet trees and associated works - £1,533.20 + £306.64 VAT – £919.92 paid on account = £919.92 (paid online)
Viking – stationery - £116.65 + £23.33 VAT = £139.98 (paid online)
Play Source Ltd – Remedial works at School Lane play area - £1,271.00 +£254.20 VAT = £1,525.20 (paid online)
Connolly Accountants Ltd – Payroll processing - £153.00 + £30.60 VAT = £183.60 (paid by direct debit)

Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – Street lighting 1/1/25 – 30/6/25 - £3,077.98 + £153.90 VAT = £3,231.88 (paid by direct debit)

Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – Xmas tree lighting 1/3/24 – 28/2/25 - £1.36 + £0.07p VAT = £1.43 (paid online) 

Luke Beauchamp – purchase of padlock for allotment gate - £20.50 (paid online)
Clear View Property Services – maintenance & feeding of trees along Yardley Road - £107.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour. .
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £26.76
Goat Field rent = £120.00

WNC – 2nd half Precept = £17,800.00

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £10,961.56 (1.10.25) Lloyds Deposit - £51,804.76 (1.10.25)
Coffee Pot field lease progress – The lease was signed by the Chair and the Clerk & witnessed by Ward Cllr Dabbs.
Request from Cllrs Coleman & T Robinson for Council to consider contributing to purchase of Christmas tree for Elm Green.  Cllr McCord proposed a maximum amount of £150.00.  Seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in favour (Cllr T Robinson took no part in the voting.)
Confirmation of continuing bank authorities for Ms L Stephenson, I McCord & Ms L Ratcliffe together with the addition of Mrs V Godden and the removal of Mr J Hill & Mr A Curtis. Proposed by Cllr T Robinson & seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – The light in Franklin Court was still on continuously, and had been reported again.
Village Trees – Cllrs noted the proposed tree work at Mount Pleasant Farmhouse – reduce height of Leylandii by approx. 50%.  Cllr Stephenson would speak with the suppliers of the new trees just planted along Yardley Road to find out whether any further work was required after the initial maintenance and feeding that had been carried out.  The annual village tree survey is awaited.
Allotments – Cllr Taylor had visited and inspected the allotments.  However, the condition of some was giving cause for concern – the holder of plot 17 had asked to be given until the end of October to tidy their plot, the holders of plots 15 and 2 had been given until the end of October to tidy their plots, the holder of plot 28 would be asked to keep the edges of their plot clear so as not to affect neighbouring plots, and the holders of plots 18 & 23 would be asked if they still required 2 plots.  Plot 31 had carried out some clearing.  
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson advised that work to decorate then main hall had been carried out, and the Club would be holding the usual firework display and Xmas parties.
Playing fields – Playsource Ltd had carried out remedial work on the play area.  The Yogi bin was still wobbly and Cllr Coleman would be asked to investigate.
Highways – the PC has been asked to consider adopting the track between 51 & 53 Hesketh Road.  Cllrs were still investigating who owned the track, but the PC is not in a position to adopt the track – it would be the Highways Dept of a Local Authority, not a Parish Council, and the track would first have to be in an ‘adoptable’ condition – or brought up to an ‘adoptable’ condition and then maintained accordingly.  
Mowing – No concerns raised.  It was confirmed that the contractor would continue to mow the whole of School Lane playing field.
Police Liaison report – Cllr Williams had advised that the PCSO had no updates, other than to say YG was very quiet on criminal activities.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
4th October 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.05pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Cllr Jack Evans from the Youth Advisory Council introduced himself to Councillors. The YAC had 20 members and represented youth matters in WNC.  He was looking at public transport, school admissions and road safety.  A survey asking what young people were concerned about would shortly be carried out.
Ward Cllr Dabbs advised that WNC was going through the legal process regarding the asylum seeker hotels – the management had been served with planning contravention notices and their responses were awaited.  The next DOGE visit is still going ahead probably early next year.  He noted the continuing regeneration of Abingdon Street with the demolition of the BHS building.

As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord noted the raised ironwork outside Moorend Manor that he had reported, and also the continuing roadworks along the road to Castlethorpe which hopefully would be completed in the new year.  If approved, the Parks Trust application for 220 dwellings just off the Deanshanger Road in Old Stratford would affect all local residents.

	


