MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th June 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), R Weston, J Thorne, Ms L Llewellyn, Ms T Robinson & residents Mrs Taylor & Ms Davies. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs J Hill, I McCord & A Curtis.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 7.5.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.31pm.  Closed 7.41pm.  Notes attached.
Mrs Taylor & Ms Davies leave 7.41pm

Community Items: Nothing to report
New Projects:  The new lease of School Lane field was in hand and the creation of the tender was in progress
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2024/2729/FULL – Northways, 10 Moorend Road.  Proposed partial conversion of existing garage, single storey rear extensions & internal alterations.  Cllrs had no objections to this application, but requested that any concerns raised by neighbours be taken into account when the application is determined.
Applications approved:  
2024/1511/LBC & 2024/1515/FULL, The Old Packhorse.  The erection of stone wall with archway and wooden gate at West end of our South boundary (retrospective), change from window to patio doors on east side of kitchen.  3 conditions.

Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary May 24 = £564.89 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – May 24 = £50.00 (001659).

DNH Contracts – dog bins May - £90.00 + £18.00 VAT = £108.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
E,on – Repair of PL3 – new bracket & lantern - £335.00 + £67.00 VAT = £402.00

Proposed by Cllr Weston and seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £13.23
Play area fundraising = £346.30
Goat Field rent = £120.00
OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £7,555.39 (30.5.24) Lloyds Deposit - £22,225.73 (30.5.24), Scottish Widows - £2,116.17 (1.1.24)
Annual Internal Audit report – ‘I met with Lesley Ratcliffe, Clerk and RFO to conduct the year-end internal audit.  I would, as ever thank Lesley for his assistance and co-operation in carrying out the audit.  
Prior to our meeting, I examined the publicly available information displayed on the council’s website including the council’s policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, financial and other records.  I sought evidence that the previous year’s Internal and External Audit reports had been properly reported to and where necessary acted upon by the Council; they had.  I then examined the council’s arrangements for the management and control of its business in the areas of bookkeeping, due process (ie compliance with the ‘proper practices’ as set out in the Practitioners’ Guide*), risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, asset register, bank reconciliations, internal control and year-end procedures including the display of information and the exercise of public rights. 
Through questioning at the audit, I obtained supplementary evidence to enable me to reach a conclusion regarding the enquiries I am required to make as set out in the Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR).  I also discussed with Lesley the council’s documentation dealing with risk management and drew attention to the need to prepare and publish a Reserves Policy, now explicitly mentioned in para 1.13 of the current edition of the Practitioners’ Guide, part of the ‘proper practices’, so mandatory.
No audit issues were identified and I noted that the council continues to exhibit and deliver good standards of governance and compliance with legal requirements, for which the members and their diligent Clerk are to be congratulated.  I am pleased to report that based on the information made available to me, I am satisfied that in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were delivered and achieved to a standard adequate to meet the council’s needs.  Accordingly, I have completed and signed the Annual Internal Audit Report as required.’  Noted.
Annual Return 31st March 2024: All Cllrs had received a copy of the Annual Return and all supporting paperwork.  Cllr Weston had carried out an independent audit previously.  
Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement was read out to the meeting.  Cllr Weston then proposed that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement - be received, noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair and the Clerk then signed the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the PC.  
The Clerk as RFO had previously signed & dated the Accounting Statements prior to presenting them to the PC.  Cllr Weston proposed that Section 2 – Accounting Statements - be received, noted and formally approved.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair then signed the Statement of Accounts on behalf of the PC.

The dates for the display of the Notice of Public Rights & associated documents were noted as being from 11th June to 20th July 2024.

Community Infrastructure Levy award – Cllr Stephenson indicated that the PC would receive funds for use on specific community projects and it was agreed the F&GP Committee would meet to discuss this.
Confirmation from Play Area group that any funds raised are donated to the Parish Council for use solely on the play area and associated costs.  The internal auditor had indicated that this confirmation was the only way the PC could accept funds raised by this group.
British Legion poppy appeal – it was agreed that the Clerk be delegated to purchase the wreath on behalf of the PC.  Cllr Stephenson proposed a maximum cost of £35 – seconded by Cllr Weston.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – Work was needed on some of the hawthorns at the entrance to the village, and would be discussed in September.
Allotments – Cllr Robinson had visited the allotments and was happy with the condition of plots.  One had recently been vacated.
Village Hall – A Management Committee of 4 had been formed and had met.  A new booking Clerk was expected to start in August.  The Festival of Transport had been a great success, the Coffee Pot field had been cleared of any rubbish and was in good condition.
Recreation Centre – No recent meetings to report on.
Playing fields - No problems reported. 
Highways – No problems had been reported.
Mowing – No problems had been reported.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 2nd July 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
Meeting closed 8.30pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Taylor outlined the progress they had made the project for refurbishing the School Lane field play area. The bake sale at the village garage sale on 11th May had been successful, and another was planned on 6th July.   Cllr Stephenson advised that the paperwork for the new lease between YGRC and the PC was with solicitors and in progress. 

	

	   
	
	
	


