MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 9th January 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), I McCord, J Thorne, R Weston, A Curtis & L Llewellyn.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs T Robinson & J Hill & Ward Cllr Pritchard.

COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 5.12.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.40pm.  Closed 7.44pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items: None.
New Projects: Nothing further.
PLANNING MATTERS – Cllr McCord abstained in discussions.
Applications received: 
2023/8094/FULL, 37 Hesketh Road.  Proposed demolition of existing single storey rear extension, carport & garage & erection of single storey side & rear extension & internal alterations.  Cllrs commented "Councillors have no objections to this application, but would request that any concerns raised by neighbours be taken into account when the application is determined."

2023/7875/FULL, Moorgate Farm Shop.  Agricultural shed & associated works.  Cllrs commented "Councillors note that yet again this is incremental development, with possibly increased traffic due to the proximity of the entrance of the site to the narrow Moorend Road.  They would ask whether any steps are planned to ameliorate the noise and odour which will emanate under certain conditions from this new building?"

Yardley House, 4 Moorend Road.  T1 fell Lime tree due to subsidence to neighbouring property.  Noted
2023/7877/OUT, Downton Fields Farm.  Outline application with all matters reserved for erection of a single storey rural workers dwelling.  Cllrs commented "Councillors have no objections to this application."

Applications approved: 
WNS/2022/2196/OUT, Moorgate Farm.  Farm managers dwelling & associated development.  11 conditions.

2023/4859/TPO, 78 Hesketh Road.  Crown reduce 2 x silver maple trees.  3 conditions.

Applications refused: 
2023/5785/FULL, 15 High Street.  Detached timber framed garage.

Other Planning: 
Cllr McCord noted 3 enforcement issues; The Old Packhorse, 15/17 High Street and 40 Hesketh Road.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Dec 23 = £564.89 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Dec 23 = £50.00 (001655).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Dec - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
E,on Energy Solutions – street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 = £204.00 (paid online).

Bucks Pest Control – Mole Control contract - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Pest Control contract - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
Npower – street lighting - £1,766.77 + £353.35 VAT = £2,120.12 (paid by direct debit)

Gulliver’s Tree Solutions – work to hawthorn trees - £500.00 + £100.00 VAT = £600.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £17.25
Play area fundraising = £764.33

OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £5,159.14 (3.1.24) Lloyds Deposit - £15,154,26 (3.1.24), Scottish Widows - £2,107.98 (1.10.23)

Recommendations from F&GP Committee – Cllr McCord outlined the recommendations from the F&GP Committee, which included a donation of £200.00 from reserves towards the Festival of Transport, and a draft budget as follows – Salaries £9,000, Street lighting £5,000, Mowing £8,000, Playing field maintenance £4,346, Playing field equipment £5,000, Allotments £850, Other £3,000 and Section 137 £2,500.  The total budget was £39,946, utilising £2,346 from reserves, plus non-precept income of £3,482.
Budget 24/25 – Cllr McCord then proposed the budget of £39,946 as advised be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Precept 24/25 – Cllr McCord then proposed a precept of £34,118, which, plus £2,346 from reserves, and non-precept income of £3,482 equals the agreed budget.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Review of level of PC’s fidelity guarantee insurance cover - £250,000 as standard.  Cllr Stephenson proposed the PC continue at that level of cover.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.

Approval of internal auditor - Cllr Stephenson proposed they be reappointed in line with NCALC’s recommendation.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – The hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village had been cut back and reduced in size.
Allotments – The annual allotment holder’s meeting had just taken place.  An issue with the pest control had been raised and it was agreed that a specification be provided and the work be put out to tender.  
Village Hall – A new power contract had been entered into, and there was a committee meeting on 18th.
Recreation Centre – Things were progressing well.
Playing fields - No problems reported.  Plans for the play area had been circulated and further details were awaited.  
Highways – No problems reported, however, Cllr McCord had noted that YG and Potterspury were only gritted when adverse weather conditions were expected, not as a precautionary measure.  Other much smaller villages were being gritted; Cllr McCord had taken this matter up with Keir/WNC and they had advised the gritting routes would be reviewed in September.  However, he would continue to exert pressure.
WNC Highways had been contacted for their views on whether anything could be done to mitigate the deteriorating conditions at the junction of Moorend Road with Hesketh Road due to delivery vehicles and buses cutting the corner, and their response had been negative.

Mowing – the current contractor had offered a further 3-year contract at last year’s prices, which was appreciated.  Cllr Thorne proposed that this be accepted.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 6th February 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 9.06pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Cllr McCord advised that the WNC Budget consultation remains open for comments.


	

	   
	
	
	


