MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd February 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), L Coleman, Ms T Robinson, C Robinson, Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate & Mrs V Godden.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr I McCord & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Resignation of Cllrs Taylor & Williams & declaration of Casual Vacancies.  The Clerk was asked to record the PC’s thanks and appreciation to Mrs Taylor & Mrs Williams.
Declaration of Interest: None
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 16.1.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising:
i. Amendment of Standing Orders – Cllr Stephenson proposed that these and the Financial Regulations be amended in line with current legislation regarding the Procurement Act 2023, Procurement Regulations 2024, and 2025 amendments.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm - Closed 7.21pm.  
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Nothing to report
NEW PROJECTS – Play Area tenders – NCALC had advised that the tendering process was not required and play equipment companies could be approached for quotations.  Cllr T Robinson would action this.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  
The consultation on the draft Local Plan had opened on 29th January and further information was 

available on the WNC website. Councillors were asked to feed any responses into the Clerk, and 
they were advised personal responses were also accepted.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Jan 26 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.00 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – January 26 = £50.00 (001679).

Potterspury & Yardley Gobion United Reformed Church  – room hire - £16.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.92
Viking – Stationery = £91.18 + £18.25 VAT = £109.43 (paid online)
Miss L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone = £24.87 (paid online)
Clearview Property Services – Clearing & Filling of village grit bins - £90.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £460.00 + £92.00 VAT = £552.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Allotment Rent = £420.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,947.99 (28.1.26) Lloyds Deposit - £38,898.39 (28.1.26)
To review and approve new IT Policy – all Cllrs had received a copy of the proposed IT Policy, which was now a requirement.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this be approved.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour.
To note & re-approve the Asset Register – The only change was the removal of the see saw in the play area, which had been scrapped. Cllr Stephenson proposed this be noted and re-approved.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour
Approval of internal auditor – appointment of Mr John Marshall in line with NCALC’s recommendation.   Approval proposed by Cllr Stephenson, seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees - Emails had been received regarding trees in the Coffee Pot field and the Clerk was asked to respond as follows ‘The Council's solicitors are waiting for the owners of the Coffee Pot field to sign and return the lease document confirming the tenancy of the field. Providing it is not during the nesting season any necessary tree maintenance can then be carried out. Councillors will ask their contractor to survey the areas of the Coffee Pot field that you mention to ascertain if any work is required to nearby shrubs and trees.  In the meantime it is in order to cut off any overhanging branches back to your property line up to the boundary.’
In addition 2 houses in the village had hedges encroaching onto the pathways and the Clerk was asked to request the residents cut or pulled back the hedges so as not to restrict access. 
Allotments – Nothing to report.
Recreation Centre – The Clerk was asked to send invoices to YGRC for the rent of School Lane field and 50% of the mowing maintenance costs, and request copies of the Insurance policy and the YGRC Constitution.
Playing fields – Nothing to report.
Highways – Cllr Stephenson had reported 2 potholes – one would be addressed and the other was not deemed necessary to repair
Mowing – A request had been made for additional areas to be included in the mowing contract.  The contract would be reviewed in 2027 and it was not possible to add any other locations at present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
Parish Council Meeting 3rd March 2026 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion

Village Hall
Meeting closed 7.50pm.


	


