MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th February 2025 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, A Curtis, V Godden, T Robinson & J Hill.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr I McCord
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Recruitment Campaign – Cllr Godden had prepared a poster for inclusion in The Old Mail and Cllr McCord had advised a cost of £60 + VAT for printing leaflets to be delivered to residents to encourage participation in Parish Council meetings.  
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 14.1.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened and closed 7.20pm.
Community Items: Nothing to report.
New Projects: Nothing further to report.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2025/0093/LBC – Muddles Cottage, 20 High Street.  Re-pointing in lime mortar to exterior and internal inglenook and installation of York stone hearth and burner After discussion Councillors agreed they had no objections to this application.  
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Jan 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £146.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Jan 25 = £50.00 (001665).

Chestnut Road Chapel – room hire - £24.00 (paid online)
Wave – Anglian Water – allotment bill = £444.57 (paid by direct debit)

Ms L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone £22.86 (paid online)
The Old Mail - £500.00 (paid online)
Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Air Ambulance £500.00 (paid online)
Willen Hospice £350.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £42.72
Allotment rent & deposit = £770.00

HMRC VAT refund = £3,514.05

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,030.41 (30.1.25) Lloyds Deposit - £45,532.59 (29.1.25)
Coffee Pot field lease. Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10-year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years, which Councillors had agreed.  A new Project Manager had been appointed, and he promised to bring the matter to a speedy conclusion.
Fidelity Guarantee insured amount of £250,000 – noted.
Transfers between current and deposit bank accounts - noted.

To review and approve new Financial Regulations – these had been circulated to all Councillors and after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed they be noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.
To review the Asset Register.  No assets had been disposed of or acquired during the past year.
To note and re-approve the Code of Conduct.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this be noted and re-approved.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – the resident at 21 Moorend Road had again emailed to ask for improved lighting in that location, and also mentioned anti-social behaviour.  Councillors had already discussed the request for additional lighting and made a decision at January’s PC meeting, and suggested that any anti-social behaviour be reported directly to the Police.
The street light at the junction of Grafton Road with the A508 had been inspected by E.on and the equipment was considered obsolete.  The options were to renew at a cost of £795 + VAT or remove at a cost of £205 + VAT.  Cllrs would make a site visit. 
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson had asked Gulliver’s Tree Solutions for advice about the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village, and was awaiting their response.  
Allotments – Items from the annual allotment holder’s meeting were discussed and it was agreed that plotholders be asked their views on the use of weed killer on plots, and the formation of an allotment association.  The Clerk would arrange a meeting with Bucks Pest Control as concerns had been raised about the work being carried out to control rodents on the site.  At the date of the meeting 3 plotholders had failed to pay their rent for 2025.  The Clerk was asked to request they  make contact by 10th February or the plot would be re-let.
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre’s AGM had taken place previously, and 2 new Committee members had been welcomed.  The Committee was looking at obtaining a container to store their proposed new mower.
Village Hall – The VH Management Committee had met and were trying to move things forward, however more Committee members were needed to help with future plans.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – Overhanging brambles and trees made it difficult to walk on the footpath in Grafton Road and the Clerk was asked to report this to the Street Doctor.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 4th March, 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.15pm.


	


