MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th August 2025 
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	 L Stephenson (Chair), V Godden, Ms T Robinson, Mrs J-A Taylor, I McCord, C Robinson Mrs L Williams, Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate (entered 7.30pm) & L Coleman & 20 residents including Mr & Mrs Westlake, Mr Weeks, Mr Roberts, Ms McGarry & Ms P Weston.
Apologies for Absence: None.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Taylor declared an interest in Agenda item 6.1 j) and took no part in voting.
Resignation of Mr John Hill and declaration of a Casual Vacancy.  The Clerk was asked to thank Mr Hill for his 12 years of work on the Parish Council.
To appoint a Climate & Nature Champion to represent the Council in matters relating to the climate, nature & the environment – Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate had volunteered for this role and was unanimously appointed.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 1.7.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm, Closed 7.40pm.  Notes attached.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
In view of the interest in this item Cllrs agreed to move it forward in the Agenda.

2025/2767/MAF – Land near Yardley Gobion.  Proposed solar farm, associated infrastructure 

including underground cable route, internal access tracks & landscaping.  Cllr Stephenson asked 
Councillors to consider their views on this application and asked if any Councillor was in 

favour. After a negative response Cllr Stephenson then proposed that the Council object to the 

application, seconded by Cllr Godden.  Cllrs Stephenson, Godden, McCord, Taylor, Coleman & 

T Robinson voted in favour of objecting to the application.  Cllrs Wilkinson-Hargate, C
Robinson & Williams abstained.  The vote was carried.  Work to prepare the PC’s response would 
be ongoing throughout the month.

2025/2602/LBC – 7 Moorend Road.  Listed building consent for internal works to remodel 
upstairs bathroom.  Concern was expressed that the response to the consultation from WNC 
Heritage was unavailable – Cllr Stephenson therefore proposed that the PC have no objections to 
the application.  Seconded by Cllr C Robinson.  All in favour.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Arnold Thomson – fees in conjunction with advice regarding Easement over Land behind 53/55 Hesketh Road - £550.00 (paid online)
Clerk’s salary July 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £193.69 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – July 25 = £50.00 (001672).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104..00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £5.25
Ms L Ratcliffe – new padlock for allotment site = £37.60 (paid online)
D Taylor – fence for allotment manure storage = £104.99 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  (Cllr Taylor abstains).
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £31.52
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £4,297.60 (30.7.25) Lloyds Deposit - £51,744.48 (30.7.25)
Request from YGRC for Council to consider contributing to payment for legal costs incurred when regularising position with Land Registry.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed the request be refused.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Village Trees – It was suggested that the planting of the new trees along the High Street at the entrance to the village be deferred as long as possible in view of the current weather.

Allotments – Cllrs T Robinson and Taylor had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking very good, with a lot of work taking place.  However, the condition of no 17 was still giving cause for concern as no work had been carried out recently and the plotholder would be asked to make urgent contact with the Clerk. The Clerk was also asked to make contact with the holder of plot 28 requesting them to arrange for the plot to be tidied to stop weed growth affecting neighbouring plots. 
Pest control inspection report – noted.

Playing fields - ROSPA report.  This has indicated that work was required to bring some of the equipment up to standard.  The Clerk had obtained quotations for this, and Cllr Stephenson proposed that the quotation from Playsource Ltd in the sum of £1,025.00 be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour. 
Highways – Cllr Hill had raised the issue of the ‘road closed’ signs that had been placed at the southern entrance to the village from the A508, giving anyone turning into the village no notice at all.  The Clerk had contacted WNC Highways but they were unable to help with this incident.
Mowing – Undergrowth had been noted along the footpaths between Moorend Road/Woodville Crescent/Vicarage Road & between Warren Road & Brownsfield Road.  The Moorend Road footpath was included in the contract and Cllr C Robinson had reminded the contractor of this, and obtained a quotation for tidying up the footpath between Warren Road & Brownsfield Road along the edge of the Pocket Park, which he would pass to the Clerk.
The mowing contractor advised he had been asked to only cut 2 strips around the School Lane playing field by a representative of the Recreation Centre, who is not a member of the PC or authorised to speak for them.   Cllrs agreed that there is a contract in place for cutting the whole of the field, which cannot be varied until it expires in 2027.  The Clerk would advise the Recreation Centre accordingly. The PC would still expect the whole of the field to be cut by the contractor until the end of the contract, and this would need to be paid for in full.  
Urgent Business agreed by the Chair.

Authority to pay balance of invoice (£919.92) for the new trees if required between meetings.  Proposed by Cllr Stephenson & seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Tree survey – the last tree survey was carried out in May 2023.  It was agreed that Gulliver’s Tree Solutions be asked to prepare an up-to-date survey of trees that are the responsibility of the PC.

Councillors were asked to note the proposed visit of Sarah Bool MP to the village on 14th August.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
2nd September 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.35pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Various residents including Mr & Mrs Westlake, Mr Weeks, Mr Roberts, Ms McGarry & Ms P Weston spoke of their concerns regarding the proposed solar farm – transport issues, noise & light pollution from the construction compound, drainage problems, lack of community benefit, land needed for food production, noise of operating of rotating solar panels.  Everyone was asked to send their objections to the Clerk for inclusion in the PC’s response to the application.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord noted the proposed 220 houses for Old Stratford, problems associated with the expansion of the Pury End quarry which would add a further 110 trucks visiting the site daily, and the call in of WNC Cabinet’s decision to remove the 2030 net zero targets which would be discussed at the Overview Scrutiny Committee meeting on 19th August.

	


